Hong Kong Park

HONG KONG PARK SIGN

I love the hustle and bustle, the urban skyline, and the vast array of good for sale when  in Hong Kong but the time comes when rubbing shoulders with another person, the sight of another skyscraper, and the bargain waiting to be found, are numbing.  That is when a visit to Honk Kong Park will give you the peace and tranquility needed to restore balance so that all the amenities of a busy city can be relished again.  Located in the heart of Honk Kong just east of Central near the Admiralty subway station and the Pacific Place shopping mall, the park offers an oasis that includes water features, lush vegetation, a Ti Chi garden, and an aviary.  

The park opened in 1991 and covers about 20 acres.

MAP

 The terrain is fairly steep and the soil has been stabilized by massive structures that stop the downward movement of earth but do not prevent determined plant life from becoming established.

HILLSIDE WITH PLANTS

Extensive drainage structures move water from torrential rains benignly down the hillside and add an attractive feature at the same time.

WATERSTAIRCASE

Winding paths lead you through the various areas of the park.

PATH

An extensive and attractive drainage system runs along the paths.

DRAINAGE

One of the main features of the park is water.  A large fountain with water flowing in a massive sheet dominates one area.

MUSHROOM FOUNTAIN

A walkway allows visitors to walk into the fountain where the cool spray of the water is  a wonderful respite from the hot humid weather.

FOUNTAIN WITH DAD AND CHILD

Once in the fountain the sheet of water creates a private enclosure there.

LOOKING OUT OF FOUNTAIN.

Water moves away from the fountain through a long channel set with artificial rapids in an angular design that creates ripples and sound.  

RAPIDS

Round seats provide a place to rest and enjoy the whole scene.

LONG VIEW WITH BENCHES

The channel passes through a gateway-like structure featuring water staircases on each side.

WATER STAIRCASE

A second fountain throws water upward in the middle of a circular pool.

2ND FOUNTAIN

Further into the Park, is a large lake.

LAKE VIEW

A bridge adds  bucolic charm to the scene.

BRIDGE

On one end of the lake a waterfall provides interest.

WATERFALL WITH BUILDING

Look closely in this shot of the waterfall and you can see a cave-like area in the rock behind the waterfall.

WATERFALL ONLY

Yes, there is an pathway behind the waterfall where I could enjoy the coolness of the spray as I looked out into the Park through a sheet of water.

WATERFALL SHEET

Plants grow in a wall container built into the cave wall.

WATERFALL  CONTAINER

Beautiful plantings are everywhere.

SCENE ACROSS FROM WATERFALL ?????

A large planting of lotuses occupy one area of the lack shoreline.

LOTUSES

Waterlilies are blooming nearby.

WATERLILIES

These Victoria water lilies hAve no flowers but the pads are very large and feature rims around the edge.

VICTORIA WATER LILY PADS

There are traditional bedded annuals in the park like these yellow celosia.

YELLOW CELOSIA BED

But the most interesting plantings are those that played with different kinds of foliage like this combination.

PURPLE AND OTHER FOLIAGE

Or this one.

SHRUBS INCLUING WHITE ONE

One of my favorites is this one consisting of three different kinds of shrub each with a distinctly different color foliage.

TRIFOLIAGE PLANTING

But this one is pretty special too.

ANTHER GOOD PLANTING

Here topiary is combined with a Japanese lantern.

JAPANESE LANTERN AND TOPIARY

Sometimes rocks are combined with vegetation in typical Chinese style.

VEG N RX

Here in the Olympic Square, the rock is the focal point and the vegetation is secondary.

OLYMPIC SQ RX

Dwarf mondo grass was the ground cover of choice in many places.

MONDO GRASS

Some specimen trees attracted our eye, like this Indian  rubber tree;

INDIAN RUBBER TREE

It’s aerial roots are a large presence.

ROOTS OF INDIAN RUBBER TREE

Chinese banyan;

CHINESE BANYAN

Perhaps the prize for the most unique tree should go to this Queensland bottle tree,

QUEENSLAND BOTTLE TREE

In the center of the Park is the  Ti Chi garden.  It features a wall, fountain and sculpture.

TI CHI VIEW WITH SCULTPRE

More sculpture adorns an adjoining area.

ROUNDED SCULPTURE

Leaky windows,  typical of the walls in classical Chinese gardens, allow you to gain a glimpse into the nearby areas.

LEAKY WINDOW

A moon gate also adds to the Chinese style of the garden.

MOONGATE

The fine texture of the mock lime trees softens the angularity and shiny surfaces of the hardscape.

MOCK LIME

For quite a different experience, visit the aviary in the park.  It is spectacular!  A zig zag walkway leads you through the upper levels of the lush vegetation.

WALKWAYS

You can look down into the vegetation where a path winds its way through the understory.

PATH SHOT

A stream provides an environment where ferns and other water loving plants thrive.

STREAM N VEG

In this beautiful and protected spot the birds nest, feed, and perch  while people watching.

PERCHED BIRDS

Perhaps the birds have something;  the park is a great place for  people watching even if you are one of the people.  And if you find yourself ready to shop again, a mall is only minutes away.

This Park, being built at a cost of $398 million and opened in May 1991, covers 8 hectares in Central and is an outstanding example of modern design and facilities blending with the natural landscape. 
A further attraction is the way of flowing water, which has been employed as a thematic motif to link the different features of the park by waterfalls, streams, ponds and cliffs from artificial rocks. 
Hong Kong Park, covers an area of 8 hectares, is officially opened in May 1991. The present site of the Park was originally a garrison named Victoria Barracks. In 1979, the Government decided that the portion of the garrison near the foot of the hill should be used for commercial development and construction of government buildings while the mid-level portion be jointly developed by the former Urban Council and the former Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club for the provision of a park. The project was undertaken at a cost of $398 million. 

The Park has preserved a number of garrison buildings built between 1842 and 1910. The buildings included the formerly residence of the Commander-in-Chief of the British Armed Forces known as the Flagstaff House (currently accommodating the Flagstaff House Museum of Teaware), the Rawlinson House (currently accommodating the Park Management Office and the Cotton Tree Drive Marriage Registry), the Wavell House (currently accommodating the Education Centre) and the Cassels Block (currently accommodating the Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre). 


At the centre of the Park, visitors can see an artificial lake and a waterfall, which were built on the site of a tennis court of the former garrison. Walking along the lakeside path and up the steps in the direction of Central, visitors will find the Olympic Square, the Park Management Office and the Cotton Tree Drive Marriage Registry. In the central part of the Park, two modernised major facilities, namely the Conservatory and the Aviary, were built on the hillside adjacent to the Tai Chi Garden and the Vantage Point. They form a distinctive architectural complex in the Park. 
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