Merremia tuberose Wood Rose
Also known as Spanish arborvine, Spanish woodbine, and yellow morning-glory, wood rose is a perennial twining woody vine and a member of the morning-glory family, Convolvulaceae,  that also includes sweet potato and dodder.  It is native to Mexico and Central America but has been grown as an ornamental  in tropical and subtropical areas where it naturalizes in wet, mesic, and lowland forests.  Wood rose can smother tall trees and understory and is considered invasive in Florida and Hawaii.  USDA Hardiness Zones 11-13

Description:  Growing up 33-49’ long, wood rose has a slender, hairless stem with abundant milky latex, and dark green palmately lobed  leaves 3-8” long carried on an equally long petioles.  The yellow, funnel-shaped  flowers  are 2.33” in diameter and  give way to shiny, light brown seed capsules that resemble flowers (wood rose) and are valued by the florist trade for dried arrangements. Each capsule contains 4 large, black seeds.  

Control:  Seedlings can be hand pulled.  Mature plants should be cut and the cut surface treated with triclopyr.


 The flowers are morning-glory-like, funnel-shaped, and 2 1/3 inches (6 cm) across. The flowers are followed by distinctive, shiny, light brown, wooden rose-like seed capsules containing 4 large, black seeds. The unusual seed capsules can be used in dried flower arrangements. The leaves are green, hairless, alternate, and palmately lobed with usually 7 lanceolate to elliptic lobes with pointed, tapering tips. The central leaf lobe is the largest. The stems are slender, hairless, twining, and green near the tips and woody near the base.

ln Florida, the herbicides Garlon 4 and Garlon 3 [active ingredient triclopyr] have been used for the chemical control of M. tuberosa. Garlon 4 at 10% concentration applied to the basal surface of plants was evaluated to achieve excellent control. Garlon 3A at 50% applied to cut surfaces of this species achieved good control. Both herbicides have been recommended to be applied to cut stems (Langeland and Stocker, 2001). Seedlings of M. tuberosa can also be hand pulled.

M. tuberosa is a woody vine commonly cultivated as an ornamental which has escaped from cultivation and has become naturalized mostly in wet, mesic, and lowland forests in tropical and subtropical regions of the world (Austin, 1998; Wagner et al., 1999; Acevedo-Rodriguez, 2005). M. tuberosa is a fast-growing vine with the capability to reproduce sexually by seeds and vegetatively from discarded cuttings (PIER, 2014). Once established, it completely smothers tall forest canopies, killing host-trees and out-competing understory plants (Smith, 1985). It is included in the Global Compendium of Weeds (Randall, 2012) and is also listed as invasive in Florida, Cuba, St Lucia, Hawaii, and on several islands in the Pacific Ocean (Wagner et al., 1999; Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council, 2011; Graveson, 2012; Oviedo Prieto et al., 2012; PIER, 2014). 
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The family Convolvulaceae includes 57 genera and 1625 species of mostly herbaceous vines, but also trees, shrubs and herbs (Stevens, 2012). The subfamily Dichondroideae includes two genera: Jacquemontia with about 90 species and Merremia with 70 species (Stevens, 2012). Merremia is a pantropical genus of twining vines, with milky or watery latex, bisexual and actinomorphic flowers, and capsular dehiscent fruits (Acevedo-Rodriguez, 2005).
During the years between 1691 and 1753, the species was in the genus Convolvulus. But in 1753, Linnaeus took up one of the descriptors applied by Plukenet and the plants became Ipomoea tuberosa. Finally, in 1905 the name became Merremia tuberosa. Through most of the 1800s people thought that M. tuberosa was native to tropical Africa, Asia and the Americas because authors combined an American with an Old World species under a single name. This confusion was clarified in 1883 when Clarke finally called the African species Ipomoea kentrocaulos; which later became Merremia kentrocaulos (Austin, 1998 and references therein). 
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M. tuberosa is a woody vine, climbing, twining, 10-15 m in length, with abundant milky latex. Stems thick, cylindrical, glabrous. Leaves alternate; blades simple, 7-12 × 6-11 cm, 7-palmatilobed, the lobes elliptical, long-acuminate at the apex, the base cordiform, the margins revolute, slightly sinuate; upper surface dark green, slightly shiny, glabrous, with the venation sunken; lower surface pale green, dull, glabrous or puberulous, with the venation yellowish, prominent; petioles as long as the blade, cylindrical, glabrous or puberulous. Flowers functionally unisexual, solitary or in simple dichasia. Calyx yellowish green, the sepals unequal, 2-3 cm long, fleshy, accrescent and woody once the fruit is formed; corolla yellow, infundibuliform, 4-5 cm long, the limb 4-5 cm in diameter; stamens exserted, the anthers white; stigma bilobed, green, exserted. Capsules ovoid, opening irregularly, 1.5-2.5 cm long, light brown, with the sepals persistent and accrescent at the base; seeds 4 per fruit, black, obtusely trigonal, 1-1.5 cm long, velvety (Acevedo-Rodriguez, 2005). 
Plant Type
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Seed propagated
Vegetatively propagated
Vine / climber
Distribution
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M. tuberosa is native to Mexico and Central America (Austin, 1998). Now it can be found naturalized and cultivated throughout tropical Africa, South America, the Caribbean, the Mascarene Islands, China, India, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Australia and on islands in the Pacific (see distribution table for details, Austin, 1998; Mansur, 2001; Broome et al., 2007; Acevedo-Rodriguez and Strong, 2012; ISSG, 2014; PIER, 2014PROTA, 2014). 





Common Names: Woodrose, Spanish Arborvine, Hawaiian Wood-rose, Wood Rose, Yellow Morning-glory, Spanish Woodbine
Plant Characteristics
Duration: Perennial
Growth Habit: Vine
Hawaii Native Status: Introduced. This naturalized ornamental garden plant is native to Mexico and Central America, but it is now a pantropical weed.
Flower Color: Yellow
Height: To 33 feet (10 m) tall
Description: 
Here in Hawaii, Woodrose vines grow in low to middle elevation, mesic (moderately wet) forests.
Special Characteristics
Poisonous – The seeds are poisonous.





	Merremia tuberosa, Wood Rose
	· Cocculus carolinus, coralbead—Virginia to Kansas, south to Florida and Texas
· Dalbergia ecastaphyllum, coin vine—Florida
· Ipomoea pes-caprae,* railroad vine—South Carolina to Florida and Texas
· Smilax walteri, coral greenbriar—New Jersey, south to Florida, west to the lower Mississippi Vall



